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MINUTES 
STAFF SENATE MEETING 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2004 
OLD MAIN 523 
 
I. The Staff Senate Meeting was called to order at 9:32 a.m. by Chair, Kenley 
Haley.   
  
Members Present:   Donnie Blagg, Janet Bowlin, Renee Clay, Tammie 
Edrington, David Edwards, Patricia Edwards, Candy Erbe, Scott Fendley, 
Nancy Fondren, Kenley Haley, Vicky Hartwell, Carrie Jackson, Eric 
Linson, Mary Beth Lohr, Bruce McNully, Gary Smith, Bonnie Swayze, 
Barbara Taylor, Joe Terry, Eric Vaught, Shelley Wilmoth and Susan Yell. 
 
Members Absent:  Tommi Featherston, Carla Gray, Jewel Lindsey, Robert 
Moler and Jonathan Nelson.  
 
II. A motion was presented, seconded, and approved to adopt the agenda as 
presented. 
 
III. A motion was presented, seconded, and approved to adopt the September 9, 2004 
minutes as presented. 
 
IV. Standing Committees 
 
A. Legislative – Bruce McNully reported the Candidate Forum went well 
with several local area candidates attending who were thrilled to be invited 
and informed about U of A Staff needs and concerns.  
Action:  Follow up with election winners 
 
B. Internal Affairs—Renee Clay reported on the progress of the proposal for 
the child care center and set a goal to have something by the end of the 
semester.  
 
C. Scholarships & Awards—Candy Erbe reported the committee will meet 
on Monday the 18
th
 to create an application for the team award. The 
nomination deadline is December 15
th
; the committee will meet in January 
and select the Team Award winners to be presented in February. 
 
D. Communications – Janet Bowlin reported thanks to Donnie Blagg the 
website is undergoing several changes.   Janet requested that the 
newsletter be ready and available by the Health Fair in November.   At the 
next staff senate meeting in November a signup sheet for senators to work 
the Health and Benefits Fair serving popcorn and coke will be available. 
Action: Please e-mail newsletter information to Janet as soon as possible. 
 
E. Finance – Vicky Hartwell reported the current financial status indicating 
that the senate has ―a little bit of wiggle room to do something extra if 
needed‖ this year.  Scholarship budget was provided as a handout for the 
senators.  
Action:  Get count of contributors to the scholarship fund. 
 
F. Elections— Committee has not met. 
 
G. Safety—Joe Terry reported the committee had not met but commented 
that today was Crosswalk Safety Day. Joe suggested that crosswalk safety 
should be an everyday awareness. 
 
H. Parking and Transit—Donnie Blagg reported that the committee has not 




Action:  Get count of handicap permits that have been issued and the 
number of handicap spaces available.  
 
I. Employee of the Quarter—Susan Yell reported the committee will meet 
on Wednesday the 20
th
. The nominations deadline is Friday the 15
th
, a   
nomination for the Skills category is needed.   
 
V. Ad Hoc Committees 
 
A. Fringe Benefits—Bonnie Swayze reported that there may be staggering 
increases ahead for health insurance.  The Systems committee is looking at 
a number of options to deal with the current situation and a decision will 
be reached very soon most likely in the next week. Question and 
Discussion followed about identifying the reasons for the increase and the 
various options available to solve the problems precipitating these 
increases. 
 
B. By-Laws—Candy Erbe submitted the second reading of the proposed 
amendment for the Team Award.    A motion was presented, seconded, 
and approved to accept the amendment.  Candy reported that the team 
award for 2004 will be $1250.00. 
 
C. Picnic—Eric Vaught reported the picnic date will be moved up a week and 
suggests the possibility of including ice cream and hamburgers at the next 
picnic. Eric reported the current count of t-shirts and requested that funds 
be designated in the budget for additional t-shirts and other needed items 
for the picnic.  
 
 
VI. New Business 
A. Executive Meeting  
1. Longevity Pay-  ASEA is working to increase the current bonus 
system amounts. The Career Service award is a state provision 
rewarding employees with a yearly taxable bonus starting at 10 
years of service with increasing bonus amounts per years of 
service.  Question on the merits of longevity versus performance 
bonuses was discussed.  
Action: Draft a resolution from staff senate supporting the 
increase in bonus amounts. 
 
VII. Other Business 
 
A.  Announcements 
1. Barbara Taylor announced the U of A will be affected by the flu 
shot shortage this year as was most of the US.  Please seek your 
Flu Shot at the Health Center only if it is indicated as your PCP all 
other employees should see their own PCP for the shot.    Barbara 
thanked the senate for their contribution to the Service Award 
Banquet this year.   
2. Bruce McNully announced that the Union will be having a picnic 
at Agri Park.  
3. Kenley recognized and congratulated the achievement of staff 
senator, Bob Moler.  He has been selected to participate in a four 
year apprenticeship for plumbing at the U of A.   
 
B. Transit and Parking—Gary Smith updated the senate on the following: 
1. Harmon Ave deck will top out on 10/26 at 9 levels 
2. Reynolds Center meeting to be held on 11/2/04 
3. Health Center moves at the end of October 
4. Demo for Fulbright Dining Center to begin soon 
5. Terrace Manor demo to begin soon 
6. Parking lot between HUNT and ADMIN will have meters installed  
7. Meters will also be installed near Quad B 
 
VIII. Adjournment—a motion was presented, seconded and approved to adjourn the 
meeting at 10:50 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Sherrie F. Robins, Recording Secretary 
 
